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had caused me to doubt the whole account; to put it
down as merely one more of the usual hero-tales with
which chroniclers love to embellish the folk-lore stories
of national champions.
One glance at the scene of the encounter resolved all
the doubts I had had on that score. I think that the
hard-bitten British police troopers put me down as
merely another daft Bible-puncher when I brought out
my small Book, and read the seventeenth chapter of
ist Samuel. They did not realize that I was reading
it to get the topography of the scene of action clear in
my mind. In any case, I had got past the stage where
I worried about what folks thought of my Bible-
reading.
In one glance I was able to take in the whole ancient
scene. The Israelites had been on one side of the steep
valley, the Philistines on the other. At the bottom, the
valley ended in little sheer-sided cliffs on either side
of a dry torrent-bed, not very high, but an insuperable
barrier to any surprise attack by desperate warriors
maddened by the taunts of their enemy. The Israelites
could not have issued from their lines, scrambled down
the little cliffs, and climbed the opposing one with any
hope of successfully attacking Goliath before the
Philistines could have rushed to his aid,^ Goliath,
braying his defiance and contempt, was perfectly safe
from sudden onfall.
In the same way the so-called " miracle " of David's
feat was explained. He must have cast his sling-stone
from the lip of his own cliff, not more than thirty
yards from the exulting brute in front of him. Like-
wise he was secure from any devastating rush by that